State International Doctorate

Our University deliver a State Doctorate, similar to former ''Doctorat
d'Etat", that existed in France, and still in Tunisia, Moroco, Algeria,
Belgium...
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The State Doctorate

In France (later), Tunisia, Moroco, Algeria..., the doctorate
(doctorat) is always (or was) a research-only degree. It is a
national degree and its requirements are fixed by an official
text of the minister of higher education and research. Except
for a very small number of private institutions, only public
institutions of higher education and research can award the
doctorate.

It can be awarded in any field of study. The master's degree is
a prerequisite for pursuing a doctoral program. The official
normal duration of the doctoral work is three years. The
redaction of a comprehensive thesis constitutes the bulk of the
doctorate's work. While the length of the thesis varies
according to the discipline, it is rarely less than 150 pages, and
often substantially more. There are ~15000 new matriculations
for the doctoral program every year and ~10000 doctorates
awarded.

Doctoral candidates can apply for a three-year fellowship, the
most well known being the allocation de recherche du
ministere de I'enseignement supérieur et de la recherche (4000
granted every years, gross salary of 19,740 euros in December
2012). During the preparation of the doctorate, the candidate
has had, since 2002, to follow a limited number of courses, but
there is no written examination for the doctorate.

The candidate has to write an extensive thesis which is read by
two external reviewers designated by the head of the
institution. According to the reports of the reviewer, the head
of the institution decides whether the candidate can defend his
thesis or not. The members of the jury are designated by the
head of the institution and must be composed of external and



internal academics. The supervisor of the candidate is
generally a member of the jury, as well as the reviewers of the
thesis. The maximum number of members in the jury is 8. The
defense lasts generally 45 minutes in scientific fields and are
followed by 1h — 2h30 of questions from the jury or other
doctors present in the assistance. Defense and questions are
public. At the end of the series of questions, the jury deliberates
in private for 20-30 min and comes back to declare the
candidate admitted or “postponed". "Postponement” is very
rare.

The admission of the candidate is generally followed by a
distinction: "honourable”, which is not highly considered,
"very honourable"”, which is the usual distinction, and "very
honourable with the congratulation of the jury™ (Tres
honorable avec félicitations). Because there exist no national
criteria for the award of this last distinction, many institutions
have decided not to award it. New regulations concerning this
distinction were set in 2006. Many institutions have decided
not to award any distinction, as it is now permitted by the law.

Confusingly the title of doctor (docteur) is used only by the
medical and pharmaceutical practitioners who hold not a
doctorate but a doctor's state diploma (dipléme d'Etat de
docteur), which is a first-degree and professional doctorate
obtained after at least 9 years of studies. As they do not pursue
research studies, they are not awarded a doctorate.

Before 1984 three research doctorates existed : the state
doctorate (doctorat d'Etat, the old doctorate introduced in
1808), the third cycle doctorate (doctorat de troisieme cycle),
created in 1954 and shorter than the state doctorate, and the
diploma of doctor-engineer (diplome de docteur-ingénieur),
created in 1923, for technical research. Since 1984, there is
only one type of doctoral degree, simply called "doctorate”
(Doctorat). A special diploma has been created called the
"accreditation to supervise research" (habilitation a diriger des
recherches), which is a professional qualification to supervise
doctoral work. (This diploma is similar in spirit to the older
state doctorate, and the requirements for obtaining it are
similar to those necessary to obtain tenure in other systems.)
Before only professors or senior full researchers of similar rank
were normally authorized to supervise a doctoral candidate's
work. Now the habilitation is a prerequisite to the title of
professor in university (Professeur des Universités) and to the



title of Research Director (Directeur de recherche) in national
public research agency such as CNRS, INRIA, or INRA.

The State Doctorate

The State Doctorate is an important grade for
lecturers or associated professors to become
professors

The candidate to the State Doctorate must
have wrote and published three scientific
books in his research area, and have organized,
directed and published three international
conferences.

The scientific board of the University proposes
to a collegial group of professors (from two
contries and three universities) an evaluation of
a new dissertation written by the candidate
(200 pages).

The scientific board and the evaluation thesis
commitee decide to graduate or not the
candidate.



